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DIRECTOR' s NOTES 
Angels in America. Millennium Approaches is a provocative indict-
ment of the American political and moral system in these last years of our 
dying century. Through theatrical wizardry and acute psychological insight, 
Tony Kushner tells a story of misused power and failed love. His charac-
ters, mostly homosexual men with varying degrees of self-respect and self-
hatred, navigate a socio-political world that consumes their strength while 
it denies their basic being. Mr. Kushner is angry! 
This is a comedy/drama written on a vast scale. Though it covers a 
comparatively brief period of time (October, 1985 to January 1986) it re-
fuses to be limited by either time or space. New York City, the main setting 
for the play, must share theatrical space with an imagined Antarctica, and 
the real life character of Roy Cohn must confront the theatricalized ghost 
of his real life nemesis Ethel Rosenberg ... thirty years after her execution 
for treason. Characters appear and disappear at will in the imagination of 
others, and an angel provides much of the forward thrust of the drama. 
What idea is Tony Kushner pursuing with such larger-than life imaginings? 
I believe it is mainly political. A Socialist by principle and a Marxist by 
belief, Tony Kushner is asserting the necessity of a new approach to the 
very idea of society. To Tony, laissez-faire individualism in the context of 
immense social and economic disparity is a recipe for failure if not absur-
dity. As a principled man he is convinced that society ( and the economic 
engine that drives it) must be based on a plan; an idea that allows for diver-
sity, individuality and a shared progress. As a Marxist, he sees this plan as 
materialist in essence, but as a visionary artist he sees it as mystical and 
faith driven. 
Like Bertolt Brecht, one of his literary and ideological heroes, Kushner 
adopts the epic style as his model. Each of the many scenes (there are 26 in 
all) is a playlet in itself. Each one has a dramatic, action-driven core and an 
idea (part of the larger whole) that illuminates it. Since Kushner wants his 
audience to re-think the relationship between homosexuality and society 
( cont. on next page) 
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and AIDS and the political structure, each of the scenes depicts a clash, a 
non-synchronicity between two or more ideas of the "right" and "true." 
And he also manages to include in his plan for the play a confrontation 
with the audience's assumptions about the theatre experience itself. In Act 
III, Scene 3, Mr. Lies says to Harper: "This is a retreat; a vacuum, its virtue 
is that it lacks everything; deep freeze for feelings. You can be numb and 
safe here, that's what you came for ... "Though he is referring to the Antarc-
tica of Harper's valium-induced imagining, he is also describing poetically 
the unconscious assumptions of many in tlte audience about their reasons 
for being there and their ideas of entertainment in the theatre. 
Angels in America is not a simple play. It is complex and large, though 
it remains, at heart, a play about people ... people like you and me; people 
who struggle to draw meaning from their lives in this modern world where 
the cathedral of the Age of Faith has been replaced by the corporate head-
quarters of the Age of Economic Man. 
- Patrick O' Gara 
A SPECIAL DEDICATION 
AIDS is not Them; AIDS is US. It is our brothers and sisters, our hus-
bands and wives, our parents, children, co-workers, neighbors, and 
friends. It is gay and straight, male and female. It cuts across all 
ethnicities and economic strata. AIDS has a face. Two of its faces, in 
particular are very dear to me. My brother, Rick Jordan, 
and his fiancee, Mary O 'Malley, lost their respective 
battles with AIDS in 1989 and 1996. They spent their 
last years counseling people living with HIV/AIDS 
and educating the public about the myths and 
prejudices surrounding this Syndrome. I am proud 
of the way they lived and empowered by the 
courage with which they faced their illness. It is my 
hope that during intermission you will look at the 
lobby display, which includes photos of Rick and Mary, and you will be 
inspired to join me as one of the faces in the fight against AIDS. 
-Kate Jordan 
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The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
Supported in Part by The Kennedy Center Corporate Fund, 
The U.S. Department of Education, Ryder System 
This production is entered in the Kennedy Center 
American College Theater Festival (KC/ACTF). 
The aims of this national theater education pro-
gram are to identify and promote quality in col-
lege-level theater production. To this end, each 
production entered is eligible for response by a 
regional KC/ACTF representative, and certain 
students are selected to participate in KC/ ACTF 
programs involving awards, scholarships and spe-
cial grants for actors, playwrights, designers and 
critics at both the regional and national levels. 
Productions entered on the Participating level are 
eligible for inclusion at the KC/ACTF regional 
festival and can also be considered for invitation to 
the KC/ACTF national festival at the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Wash-
ington, DC, in the spring of 1997. 
Last year more than 900 productions and 18,000 
students participated in the American College The-
ater Festival nationwide. By entering this produc-
tion, our department is sharing in the KC/ ACTF 
goals to help college theater grow and to focus 
attention on the exemplary work produced in col-
lege and university theaters across the nation. 
Beautiful Music 
Both qlf<Jllty and oo/ue con be found at Horlne's 
Ploanos Plus. Sia/Jed by plono tuners and teachers, 
Horlnc's Plcmos Plus strlues to offer you the latest 
selectfan from all the major manufacturers, at the 
best prices. Now Is the best time lo ulsft us for all your 
mus/ca/needs. 
OUR PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 
SAMl~~!N~~~g?~1i~NICS ' 
Grands• Con,o/ei;• OtgUo/ Orgc,ns • Dlgitn/ P!on°' 
Keyboards • Leuon• • Band lnstn.imen tl 
Shed Musk: • PlanoTunf,igandR~!r 
No,wPlanoRenta!• Serolce 
~Avahbif 
, PROFESSIONAL DELIVERY AND SET UP 
'l?JANos PLus 11 ~ 
133$E en.>n•Blomwiglon•(:!Oll) 1563-PI.US{756n &515NKmnl9AYe • l'9orla • (309)119J.PI.US(7557) 
Downtown Bloomington's 
National Historic 
Establishment 
e::::::=::::::=::::::=::i • Casual atmosphere 
CENTRAL • Reasonably priced meals 
~b~ • Relax on our sidewalk cafe 
 . i:., • Banquet and meeting rooms 
For reservations call 
220 E. Front St. 309/828-2323 
Bloomington 
~ 
THE TRAVEL COMPANY 
1603 Visa Drive - Suite 4 
Normal, Illinois 61761-2151 
Let Jobie Tick Arrange Your Travel Plans 
309-452-9500 
309-452-9290 - Fax 
"Travel in good Company" 
502 S. Main 
Normal, IL 
(309) 451-1381 
Hrs: M-S 10am-9pm 
Sun 12-6 
1/2 POUND SIRLOIN ONLY 99¢ 
WHEN YOU PURCHASE THE BUFFET. 
Please present ad when ordering 
1700 Parkway Plaza Drive 
Normal, IL 
tlATJt~•1 
Tea I: l)e11ert liar 
716 E. Empire St. • Bloomington 
Ph: (309) 821-YUMM 
HOUSE-MADE SOUP, 
SANDWICHES, TEAS & t 
DESSERTS. ,1> 
Rated"****" by a~ 
The Panatagraph Gourmet 
' 
Ill 
OIL COMPANY 
Snacks & Pre Paid Phone Cards 
Gas & Oil Needs 
Convenience Stores 
Over 40 Locations to Serve You 
You Deserve Your Freedom 
Biggest & 
Best Magaritas in 
Town! 
502 IAA Dr. 
66r1021 
Across from 
Eastland Mall in 
Bloomington 
AMBER BEE CO 
(309) 378-2871 
SILA ACCOUNTING 
(309) 454-5951 
A TOUCH OF GLASS 
(309) 454-4666 
LIFELINE MOBILE 
MEDICS 
(309) 827-3060 
NORMAL CAMERA 
CRAFT 
(309) 452-1125 
Forget Me Not Flowers 
• Gifts • Silks • Balloons • Weddings 
309-829-1001 
Your Creative Florist 
1208 Towanda· Bloomington 
MAB Paints 
1410 N. Main 
Bloomington, IL 61701 
(309) 829-3506 
Open M-F 7-5 • Sat 8-4 
if[l{I~ f1Yil@W~~ ~~IM 
401 N. Veterans Plaza 
Cub Foods Plaza Bloomington, IL 
®®~<>®ii~~ 
Monday's: Rent One Movie - Get One Free 
1505 N Main, Bloomington 
828-1424 
Open Daily 9-9, Sun. 9-6 
• COMMERCIAL 
PROPERTIES, LLC 
Specializing In ... 
Student, Residential & 
Corporate Apartment "Homes" 
Our Commitment is To 
Resident Satisfaction! 
102 E. North Street 
Normal, Illinois 61761 
(309) 452-6331 
Fax: (309) 454-5813 
Web site: HTIP://www.FSITE.apts.com 
\
f24\ COMMBICIAL 
~ NIUSTRIAL 
TY RESIOBIITIAL 
AGRICULTURAi: 
LECTRIC 
\INC.OFFICE 309-827-0636 
a/!C Ill \ FAX 309-828-9403 
HAROLD MISCH, JR. MOBILE 824-4440 
MIKE MULCAHEY MOBILE 824-8440 
-Unlimited Internet Access $19.95* 
-For More Information Call 1·800·ASK•DAVE 
•some Locations $25.00 
RAMADA®INN 
FUNDOME 
~ Indoor-Heated Pool 
~ Recreation Area 
~ Exercise Room • Whirlpool / Sauna 
~ Reflections Restaurant 
~ Banquet & Meeting Facilities to 250 
~ 21 O Spacious Rooms 
~ 1 Mile From airport 
~ Complimentary Airport Shuttle 
~ Mins. From All Major Corporations 
309·662-5311 • 1219 Holiday Drive • Bloomington 
Guaranteed Results For Every Body 
661-GOLD 
11 Currency Dr• Bloomington• 661-4653 
Free Trial Available 
Personal Training 
Aerobic Fitness Classes • Spinning 
lntra-Fitt-Personalized Fitness • Child Care 
Big .............. . 
~~ 
* 
.l!:!.p..f!.~€~ 
THE 1998-99 SEASON 
LI LI.CS O+ lU.C +UlP 
Touching and humorous story 
Adapted by F. Andrew Leslie from 
a novel by William E. Barrett 
September 25-27; 
October 1-3, 1998 
1 Q4-0'S -A.APIO -I.IOU.A 
A musical revue 
book by Walton Jones 
music by various composers 
November 20-22; 27-29; 
December 3-5, 1998 
lU.C S.CC-A.CT G-A.AP.CN 
Enchanting 
Tony Award Winning Musical 
A 1111iq11e season of mrard 
winning shows that celebrate 
the funny, co111pelli111?, and 
surprising discovery r~f what 
lies beneath the su,face . 
Co111111unitY Pla\'ers invites 
you to exjJlore · the people, 
places, and thinxs that are 
quite often 11111ch 111ore than 
they first appear to he . 
.D.c-AU J.CST 
A romantic comedy 
by James Sherman 
April 9-11; 15-17, 1999 
.UOW TO SUCC.UP IN 
.DUSIN.CSS 
W ITU OUT -A-C.n ll V 
T-AVINGI 
Pulitzer Prize winning 
Musical Satire 
book by Abe Burrows, Jack 
Weinstock and Willie Gilbert; 
music and lyrics by 
Frank Laesser 
May 28-30; June 3-6, 
June 10-12, 1999 
book and lyrics by Marsha 
Norman, music by Lucy Simon 
February 12-14; 18-21 ; 
25-27, 1999 • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Co1111111111ity Players is proud to 
celebrate 76 years as part of the 
Bloo111i11gton-Nor111al theatre com-
1111111ity. They im·ite yo11 to join 
them this season and become a 
part of their co11ti11ui11x tmdition. 
Call or H'rite j<Jr a brochure and 
season ticket i11.f<1mwtion. 
mmunity 
layers 
01 Robinhood Lane 
Bloomington 
o~i~e 663-2121 
The hox office is open one ireek prior to the opening <1{ each show. 
Illinois State University Department of Theatre 
and Morton Community Players present the musical based on Studs Terkel 's book 
Adapted by Stephen Schwartz & 
Nina Faso. Songs by Craig 
Camelia, Micki Grant, Mary 
Rodgers & Susan Birkenhead, 
Stephen Schwartz, James Taylor 
December 4, 5, 11, 12 at 8 pm; December 6 at 2:30 pm. Bertha Frank Perform-
ing Arts Center on Jackson Street (rte 150) in Morton, IL. Call (309) 266-7604 
for tickets. Proceeds help benefit student scholarships at Illinois State. 
IWKOK !llllt 
1 ~ Fall Dance Concert Toon.M Dec. 9, 10, 11, 12 at 8 pm; Dec. 12 at 2 pm Allen Theatre 
Fl yin' West by Pearl Cleage 
Feb. 19, 20, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27 at 8 pm 
Feb. 21, 28 at 2 pm 
The Magic Flute by Mozart 
Mar. 26, 30, 31, Apr. I, 2, 3 at 8 pm 
ILLINPIS 
.)TATE 
THEATRE 
Mar. 28 at 2 pm; March 27 at 7 pm (with reception & dancing) 
A Midsummer Night's Dream by William Shakespeare 
Apr. 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 at 8 pm 
Apr. 18, 25 at 2 pm 
Spring Dance Concert 
April 30, May I at 8 pm; May 2 at 2 pm 
Call (309) 438-2535 
Dancing at Lughnasa by Brian Friel 
March 18, 19, 20, 21 
An Evening of One-Acts and 
Arkansaw Bear by Aurand Harris 
April 7, 8, 9, IO, 11 
Box Office Open Mon-Fri, 12-5 
email: theatre@oratrnail.cfa.ilstu.edu 
Illinois State Theatre on the Web: http://www.arts.ilstu.edu/theatre 
~ 
BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS 
of 
Bloomington, Normal 
Boys & Girls Club of 
Bloomington-Normal 
Post Office Box 4024 
I 6 I 45 W. Illinois Street 
Bloomington, IL 61702-4024 
309-829-3034 
'The Positive Place For Kids" 
Moline - Normal -Carbondale 
Rockford -Quincy- Peoria 
Springfield-Decatur-Champaign 
Bourbonna i'> - Fairview Height'> 
Peru - Orland Park 
JAZZ 
SUNDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 
DAYS. 
EVENINGS. 
• OVERNIGHT. 
I 
w ~ Eureka College Theatre 
//\ _-_:_ -·--- : .======= === \ 
V .h The Skin of Our Teeth 
vy,/ by Thornton Wilder . . , -( 7}':"- October 7_10, 1998 Catholic School ~iris . t bv Casev Kurtti 
_ • Dece-mber i'0-12, 1998 
: . : Senior Seminar 
· No Admission Charge 
~ . I\ Mid~ummcr Ni8ht'~ Dream 
. ~ by William Shakespeare 
February 24-27, 1999 •
• 
~. ·: . ' . ; 
. . ' 
6er-ihwln 6ala II 
:_ .... __ 
.. ,..,.., 4. ·""~ical l:xtravaaanza May 5-8, 1999 
Pritchard Theatre• 7:30 PM Curtain• Festival Seating 
$6 Adults/$4 Students and Seniors 
467-6363 
.Join us for these special performances!! 
f ~no f'iSh: 
f he Exponential Explanation 
A One Person Show 
August 27-29, 1998 
McCallister Hall--The Chapel 
No Admission Charge 
Saimap.uu{i II , 
.\cling a One I\·rS<m Shows .{_-- _ _.· 
Group One Derember 8, 1998 
Group Two December 9, 1998 
CerfCenter--Becker Auditorium 
No Admission Charge 
Study the Arts 'Neath the Elms 
Scholarships Available in Art, Music and Theatre 
Eureka College--Fine and Performing Arts Division 
300 E. College Ave. Eureka, IL 61530 
l-888-4EUREKA 
'V/_.:, 
·._-: 
.. ... . '-
~ 1, ' 
••Jf. , 
... ...:..(· . , r;~;: --
.c\•~· •. 
,~§.t,~~'r 
t,11~~~mLIAR fflTEMS, INC. 
f. INTEGRATED SOFTWARE SOLUTIONS 
Providing our customers with innovative 
computing solutions for over 1 O years 
Consulting 
Systems Integration 
Custom Software Development 
M•A•S 90 Accounting Software 
Software Installation, Training & Support 
Business Internet Services 
Document Imaging Solutions J 
Call Stellar for all of your technology needs! 
Phone: 677-7350 
E-mail: info@ssinet.com 
Web: http://ssinet.com 
I 
